CHARLES DARWIN
tivity in ethical matters may have been a greater herit-
age than the large property the father left the children,
His Mother. At the age of thirty Robert Darwin
married Suzannah Wedgwood, daughter of Josiah
Wedgwood, the noted pottery manufacturer. Josiah
was a man of original and forceful personality, a
chemist, an artist, and one who had "infinite capacity
for taking pains." A miniature portrait shows Suz-
annah as a sweet-faced, happy young woman; and she
is described as having a "gentle and sympathetic na-
ture.3' She died when Charles was only eight years of
age, and he remembered but little about her. From both
sides of his house he thus received good blood. He was
the true product of a fine stock. As a student once
put it, he was "half way to Westminster Abbey when
he was born."
His Childhood Home. The Darwin residence, known
as "The Mount/' overlooking the town of Shrews-
bury, England, stands today very much as it did when
Charles was born there on February 12, 1809, the same
day that Lincoln was born in a Kentucky cabin on the
American frontier, and in the same year that William
E. Gladstone and Alfred Tennyson were born in Eng-
land. The Darwin home was a large, substantial, red-
brick mansion with a long terraced walk (still known as
the Doctor's Walk) descending to the River Severn.
A large Spanish chestnut tree grew beside this walk,
and in its branches Charles and his favorite sister,
Catherine, had each a special seat whence they could
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